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Project Overview, Purpose and Methodology
This report summarizes the planning recommendations 
to address the quality of the connectivity environment 
at the Lakes at Lyndale area in Richfield. The plan was 
initiated by the Housing and Redevelopment Authority 
(HRA) and the Richfield Community Development 
Department staff who have been responsible for the 
coordination and public engagement throughout the 
project process.

The Lakes at Lyndale Area, centered around the 
intersection of 66th Street and Lyndale Avenue, 
is considered to be the City’s “downtown”. A 
redevelopment plan for the area was developed in 
the 1990’s. Since that time, a number of significant 
developments have occurred, including City Bella 
apartments, Woodlake Centre, The Oaks on Pleasant 
apartments, The Pines apartments, and most recently 
Lyndale Station (LA Fitness), Lyndale Plaza apartments, 
Pizza Luce, and the redevelopment of the former 
Lyndale Garden Center at 64th and Lyndale.

In addition to the significant redevelopment, the area 
is home to Richfield Lake, Woodlake Nature Center, 
several park areas ( Little Bob’s, City Bella, The Oaks/
Pines sculpture gardens), as well as many pieces of 
sculpture throughout the area.

The purpose of the Plan is to provide guidance for the 
connections and improvements through the Lakes at 
Lyndale area to promote a more livable and thriving 
community.  The Plan evaluated existing conditions 
along with proposed development opportunities.  
Potential concept ideas of trail connection options and 
amenities for various users (i.e. pedestrians, bicyclists, 
public transit, motor vehicles, etc.) were considered.

The recommendations were vetted through public 
input and policy maker’s feedback prior to final 
approval and adoption.

It should also be noted that at the time of the preparation of the connectivity plan, The 66th St. Reconstruction 
Project began its visioning and public involvement process. As stated in the city’s project website, the purpose 
of the reconstruction project is to improve the operational safety for pedestrians, bicyclists, and vehicles, and to 
improve the condition of the pavement. As part a major roadway corridor in Richfield, the visioning for the 66th St. 
reconstruction will need to address and comply with the connectivity plan principles as the design moves forward 
and gets implemented. 

The project is financed through Federal Highway STP Funds, Hennepin County Public Works, and City of Richfield 
State Aid Funds. Corresponding agencies should discuss with City staff and review the connectivity plan as part of 
the visioning process. Many of the improvements recommended as part of the connectivity plan coincide with the 
purpose of the reconstruction project, therefore the importance to implement recommendations that relate to the 
66th St. improvements.

The 66th St. reconstruction project design development is anticipated to continue through until the end of 2013, 
preparation of plans and specifications are to be prepared in 2014 and 2015, and construction is estimated for 2017 
and 2018.

Lakes at Lyndale Mission Statement:
“Make the Lakes at Lyndale district Richfield’s thriving urban center”. 

Provide more housing opportunities, upgrade commercial properties and offer greater enjoyment of the 
natural and recreational amenities of Wood Lake and Richfield Lake. Achievement will help ensure Richfield 

remains the best place to live, work, learn and do business in the Twin Cities metro area.

2008 Richfield Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies:

• Develop the Lakes at Lyndale area as a City Center.

• Establish a land use pattern and supporting infrastructure that creates a “walkable” environment.

• Provide quality parks and recreation areas and trails and walkways that connect the community.

• Recognize the importance of the Lakes at Lyndale area as the community center for commerce.

• Continue to develop and redevelop the Lakes at Lyndale area as a mixed-use center of living, 
commerce and recreation.
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Project Methodology
The planning process that was developed for this project 
entailed the following steps:
Inventory – Conduct base mapping, field investigations, 
and photography; conduct a site tour with city staff, 
interested residents, and commission members; and 
solicit public involvement.
Become familiar with the site and it’s surroundings.
Context Assessment and Analysis – Study the 
inventory data to identify issues, concerns, physical 
problems, current development plans and future traffic 
projections.
Project Principles – Development of a set of principles 
for the connectivity plan based upon Commission 
members, City staff input and analysis assessment.
Connectivity Plan – Produce a series of alternative 
solutions to various problems or issues identified 
during the analysis process. Resolve these alternatives 
into a cohesive conceptual plan. Define the pedestrian 
space, address accessibility, and possible roadway 
configurations that incorporate a multi-modal design 
approach.

Factors considered as part of the Connectivity Plan:

- Safety
- Accessibility
- Connectivity between Major Destinations
- Destination Visibility
- Effective Area-wide Wayfinding System
Wayfinding System – Development of wayfinding 
recommendations to define the purpose of the signage 
system and destinations.
Implementation Plan – Propose a series of 
implementation strategies to realize the plan: 
establishing priorities, phasing, funding, jurisdictional 
responsibilities, etc.

Bird’s eye view of Lakes at Lyndale Area

This plan lists specific recommendations in an effort to maximize the use, promote safety 
and enjoyment of these amenities. The goal of the plan is to establish trail connections and 
improvements, as well as improve signage and identify place-making strategies for all users 
of the area, including pedestrians, bicyclists, public transit, and motor vehicles.
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The project kicked-off on November 1st, 2012 with 
a walking tour of the study area.  Fourteen people 
attended, including the Mayor, City Council, City staff, 
HRA, Planning Commission, and Project Consultant 
members. The tour was conducted to begin the 
discussion about what the connectivity plan would 
address.  Below are the verbatim comments and 
observations received:

Site Walk Tour

Weaknesses:
 » Richfield Lake is completely hidden. Better 

signage, better entryways to area needed.
 » Entry/location of the Nature Center should 

be better highlighted - especially off of 66th 
Street. The little brown sign is not enough. 

 » The close proximity of the sidewalks to the 
roadway diminished what could have 
been a more pleasant outdoor activity.

 » Existing apartments lack connectivity to 
Richfield Lake.

 » Better entrance needed at north end of 
Richfield Lake.

 » Stairway does not feel public. Better 
connection to City Bella open space 
needed.

 » No good way for bikes/peds to get from 
Wood Lake to Richfield Lake.

 » Disappointed to see that the bike lane 
striping on Lyndale appears to have 
deteriorated.

 » The path around Richfield Lake is not wide 
enough for bicycles and pedestrians. I am 
going to presume that most walkers are 
seniors who walk with someone. I don’t 
think bikes should be permitted.

 » Remember 66th is one of only two E/W 
through streets in the city. There is no 
financially reasonable way to improve 
crossings, and I don’t believe the County 
would permit another signal.

 » Bike traffic should not be encouraged in the 
Sculpture garden. It will adversely impact 
the adjacent residents.

 » The path between City Bella and Wood 
Lake Nature Center should have been 
tunneled under Lake Shore Drive, but it’s too 
late for that.

 » Single uses - either going to a commercial 
property for a specific need or going to their 
home. Not a lot of multi-use trips.

 » The three sectors don’t lend themselves to 
being connected for leisure/recreational 
purposes, and certainly not for bike trips. 
They should be options ABC rather than one.

Strengths:
 » I liked the fact that the curvilinear area 

we walked deviated from the sterile grid 

pattern of streets that predominates 
Richfield.

 » Walking or biking allows us to be more 
aware of attractions or businesses that 
would otherwise be passed by unnoticed.

 » The mix of built and natural environment.
 » New developments will bring new 

opportunities and vitality to the area.
 » Various assets and amenities to connect/

link.
 » High quality semi-public spaces exist within 

the study area.
 » High volume of built-in users and residents 

live within the area.
 » The residential setting provides many eyes 

on public and semi-public spaces.
 » Existence and frequency of public 

transportation.
Opportunities
 » Branding, signage seems to me the most 

important piece. It not only encourages 
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walking/biking, but also lets others know to 
expect walkers/bikers in the area. Name the 
path, include mile markers and directional 
signs.

 » Walkways/routes into, out of, and through 
the area should be both identified and 
personalized by being named.

 » Integrate Little Bob’s Park into the “loop”.
 » Too often we stick to our vehicles not 

realizing how convenient it could be to walk 
or bike from stop to stop.

 » Hopefully the City Bella and the Kirchbak 
Sculpture garden areas will be featured as 
amenities in the Lakes at Lyndale plan.

 » Could Rae Dr. have a Parkway feel?
 » Major gateway is needed for Richfield Lake 

at one of the south entry locations. 
 » Remember that housing is being proposed 

for the current N/NW Lyndale Garden 
parking lot. Seems to me access should be 
close to the building rather than the route 
we took.

 » Are there places for picnic tables?
 » Little Bob’s Park is effectively screened 

from the north side, and I think that was on 
purpose to keep resident privacy. Don’t put 
a path there.

 » What are City Bella’s expectations re: the 
public using their plaza?

 » More restaurants, more housing and public 
parking (including on-street parking)

Caribou
Coffee

City Bella

Sculpture
Garden

Railway

Rainbow
Foods

Academy
of Holy 
Angels

Lyndale
Station
Development

Lyndale Plaza
Apartments

Begin & End at
Lyndale Gardens

Development

Pizza
Luce

Wood Lake
Nature Center

Richfield
Lake

Wood Lake

Little
Bob’s
Park

66th St.
66th St.

65th St.

65th St.

Lake Shore Dr.

W
oodlake D

r.

64th St.

Lyndale Ave

Site tour route is shown as the dashed red line
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1/4 mile - 5 minute walk approximate.*
 » City Bella
 » Pizza Luce
 » Area Sculpture Garden
 » Little Bob’s Park
 » Wood Lake Nature Center
 » Richfield Lake Park
 » Future Lyndale Gardens Development
 » Lyndale Station Development 
 » Woodlake Centre

 » Market Plaza

1/2 mile - 10 minute walk approximate.*
 » Lyndale Field
 » Richfield History Center
 » St. Peters Catholic Church
 » Academy of Holy Angels
 » Richfield Hub Shopping Center

 » The Shoppes on Nicollet Shopping Center

3/4 mile - 15 minute walk approximate.*
 » Monroe Field
 » Richfield High School
 » Augsburg Park
 » Nicollet Park

 » Richfield Community Center

1 mile - 20 minute walk approximate.*
 » Madison Park
 » Fairwood Park
 » Augsburg Park Library
 » Richfield Municipal Center
 » Veterans Memorial Park
 » Adventure Gardens Miniature Golf
 » Richfield Art Center
 » Richfield Ice Arena
 » Richfield Pool

After assessing and analyzing the area, it was apparent 
there is a lack of connectivity and sense of direction 
between existing amenities. 

During the planning process, City Council, City staff, 
Commission members, and residents, voiced concerns 
over the lack of pedestrian safety and accessibility in the 
area. Some of the issues that have surfaced pertain to: 
handicap accessibility, pedestrian un-friendly sidewalks, 
high-speed traffic at pedestrian crossings, lack of 
accessibility and visibility to park amenities, and overall 
visitor disorientation.

The Lakes at Lyndale study area sits at a critical 
connective point between the surrounding 
neighborhoods.  In addition to these more local area 
connections, the Lakes at Lyndale area is also at a 
crucial juncture of Interstate 35 W and Highway 62.  This 
location provides quick vehicular access to Downtown 
Minneapolis via 15 minute drive on Hwy 62, and to the 
major regional landmark of the Mall of America via a 10 
minute drive on I-35.

On a more local level, the Lakes at Lyndale area is within 
walking distance of a number of local area amenities.  
From the center of the site area, at the juncture of 
Lyndale Avenue South and 66th Street West, walking 
distances of a 1/4 mile, 1/2 mile, 3/4 mile, and 1 mile 
were established as benchmarks.  A breakdown of the 
local area amenities within each zone was collected and 
is as follows:

Kirchbak Sculpture Garden

Little Bob’s Park

Wood Lake Nature Center

C
HA
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ER

  2

Photos of destinations

* based on walking speed of 4 feet per second
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LEGEND
CROSSWALK 
COUNTDOWN

STOPLIGHT

RAILWAY

ANNUAL AVERAGE 
DAILY  TRAFFIC 
(AADT)(Year 2012/
Year 2030*)

EXPRESS BUS 
ROUTE - 558

HI-FREQUENCY BUS 
ROUTE - 515

service every 15 min. or better 
on weekdays 6am-7pm & Sat. 
9am-6pm

LOCAL BUS
ROUTE - 18

LOCAL BUS
ROUTE - 4

NEW/FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENTS

PUBLIC PARK/
OPEN SPACE

SEMI-PUBLIC/
PRIVATE OPEN 
SPACE

*City of Richfield Comprehensive Plan, 
2030 Traffic Forecasts

5900/8100

558

515

18

4
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Transportation

There are a variety of transportation options within the 
study area.  In addition to vehicular transportation, a 
number of public mass transit options exist.

Lyndale Avenue offers access to three different bus 
routes.  Express bus route 558 runs the length of Lyndale 
Ave in the study area, local bus route 4 also runs the 
length of Lyndale Ave in the study area, and local bus 
route 18 runs from 65th St. to 66th St. along Lyndale 
Ave.

66th Street offers access to three bus routes as well.  
Express bus route 558 runs from Lyndale to the west on 
66th St., hi-frequency bus route 515 (service every 15 
minutes or better on weekdays 6am-7pm & Saturday 
9am-6pm) runs the length of 66th St. in the study area, 
and local bus route 18 runs from Lake Shore Drive to the 
east on 66th St. in the study area.

Both 66th St. and Lyndale Avenue serve as the main 
traffic collectors with the heaviest use within the area. 
Bicyclists and pedestrians feel unsafe and intimidated at 
street intersections and pedestrian crossings.

Traffic lane widths for most streets are too wide making 
pedestrian and bike crossing lengths much longer and 
dangerous.

Most intersections have pedestrian signals but 
timer lengths assigned seem too short. Middle block 
crossings exist at several locations and may need 
additional safety improvements. The visioning of the 
66th Street reconstruction project and the 64th and 
Lyndale Crossing Study were about to begin during the 
preparation of the connectivity plan. Recommendations 
from this plan should be followed through and 
incorporated as part of the projects mentioned above.
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Bicycle
 » Existing designated on-street bike lanes 

on Lyndale Ave from the north of the site 
continuing south to 64th St., as well as along 
the southern portion of Lake Shore Drive.

 » The City of Richfield’s Bike Master Plan, 
adopted in June 2012, recommends a 
preferred future trail route would run north 
and south along the existing railway.

 » Preferred future on-street bike routes would 
run the remainder of Lyndale Ave, along 
65th St., 66th St. from Emerson Avenue to 
Lake Shore Drive, as well as, Lake Shore 
Drive and Mildred Drive adjacent to 
Richfield Lake Park.

 » An alternative on-street bike route along 
66th St. to the west was also identified.

Open spaces and park areas were also identified as 
they often serve as destination points and nodes for 
movement.  Those identified in the area included:

Bicycle, Pedestrian, Trails, Parks and Open Space

Bicycle routes, pedestrian routes, and trails also 
play an important role in the connectivity of the 
Lakes at Lyndale study area.  An analysis of existing 
pedestrian & bike transportation options, along with 
opportunities for future routes was conducted and the 
findings are as follows:
Pedestrian
 » Public sidewalks exist along the majority of 

the public right of way’s in the area.
 » Most existing sidewalks widths are 

appropriate and fulfill ADA requirements. 
There are segments of sidewalk along 
Lake Shore drive and on the east side 
of Lyndale Ave. that have connection 
conflicts and widths are not sufficient.

 » The signaling at pedestrian crossing 
areas is varied; some exist with crosswalk 
countdown, and others without.

 » Existing off-street trails are located within 
Richfield Lake Park and Woodlake area 
connecting to adjacent residential streets 
at various locations. 

 » Richfield Lake Park
 » Wood Lake Nature Center
 » Little Bob’s Park
 » Corner lot open space at 66th St. & Lake 

Shore Drive
 » Green Space City Bella and the Villa on 

Lake Shore Drive
 » Sculpture Garden between The Pines and 

Oaks on Pleasant
 » New waterfront open space at the future 

Lyndale Gardens Development
The existing public and semi-public amenities provide 
valuable open space for residents and visitors. The lack 
of visibility and proper signage is certainly a problem. 
Having a distinctive directional signage and gateway 
features  would provide a better sense of arrival  for 
the amenities, would address disorientation issues, 
provide an improved welcoming environment and could 
also feature interpretive or informational opportunities 
about the area.
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LEGEND
CROSSWALK 
COUNTDOWN

STOPLIGHT

PUBLIC SIDEWALKS

SEMI-PUBLIC 
SIDEWALKS

ANNUAL AVERAGE 
DAILY  TRAFFIC 
(AADT)(Year 2012/
Year 2030*)

DESIGNATED 
ON-STREET BIKE 
LANES**

PREFERRED 
FUTURE ON-STREET 
BICYCLE ROUTE**

IDENTIFIED 
ALTERNATIVE ON-
STREET BICYCLE 
ROUTE**

PREFERRED FUTURE 
TRAIL ROUTE**

EXISTING TRAILS

NEW/FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENTS

PUBLIC PARK/
OPEN SPACE

SEMI-PUBLIC/
PRIVATE OPEN 
SPACE

*City of Richfield Comprehensive Plan, 
2030 Traffic Forecasts

**City of Richfield Bicycle Master Plan, 
June 2012

5900/8100



Page 18  -  Connectivity Plan

Study Area Assessment

C
HA

PTER  2



Connectivity Plan  -  Page 19

Study Area Assessment

C
HA

PT
ER

  2



Introduction

Page 20  -  Connectivity Plan

C
HA

PTER  1

Lakes at Lyndale



Connectivity Plan  -  Page 21

Introduction

CHAPTER

CONNECTIVITY PLAN, OPPORTUNITIES & 
RECOMMENDATIONS

3



Page 22  -  Connectivity Plan

Connectivity Plan, Opportunities & Recommendations

C
HA

PTER  3

The pedestrian connectivity plan is organized into 
three (3) major proposal categories. These categories 
represent the majority of items for improving the 
connectivity environment in the area. The categories 
are: 

A. Safety and Accessibility Strategies 
B. Multi-modal Strategies
C. Streetscape and Amenity Strategies

Connectivity Principles
• Know the users and know their destinations.  

Plan connectivity facilities for all modes of 
transportation by all people regardless of 
mobility and access needs.

• Put pedestrians first.  Prioritize emphasizing 
a pleasant and safe walking environment.  
Fill-in trail and sidewalk gaps with safer 
crossings at both signalized and uncontrolled 
intersections.

• Connect all the dots.  Create door to door, 
destination to destination connections.  
Clearly identify destinations, routes, directions, 
and distance with a multifaceted wayfinding 
system.

• Identify and highlight the places.  Create 
a sense of place.  Work on emphasizing 
existing assets, make them visible, noticeable, 
and consider interpretation components as 
applicable.

• Anticipate change and plan for flexibility.  
Think holistically for the long-term.  Broaden 
the vision for future opportunities.

Connectivity Plan Categories

A. Safety and Accessibility Strategies 
The pedestrian system is critically tied to other 
modes of transportation. The safety and accessibility 
recommendations provide direction for addressing 
sidewalk areas and street crossings to better conform 
to accepted standards for handicapped accessibility in 
the Lakes at Lyndale area. The accessibility aspect of 
the plan emphasizes the need to up-grade the sidewalk 
system in the area to meet the national standards 
wherever possible. 

B. Multi-modal Strategies
The multi-modal strategies are comprised of vehicular, 
transit, and bicycle recommendations. The strategies 
propose alternative reconfigurations to the street 
system in the area in order to accommodate all modes 
of transportation into a more cohesive system. The 
bicycle routes that are proposed in Richfield’s Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Master Plan are recommended with 
additional off-street connections for safer alternative 
routes. Relevant roadway improvements are also 
recommended. 

C. Streetscape and Amenity Strategies
The streetscape and amenity strategies propose 
improvements to the roadway corridors to promote a 
more pedestrian oriented friendly atmosphere in each. 
Improvements address all elements of the roadway 

section; road, medians, on-street parking, bikeways, 
sidewalks, and plantings, as well as, critical amenity 
locations to promote pedestrian activity and locations 
for programmable events.
The creation of the connectivity plan led to the 
formulation of 5 principles essential to improve the 
connectivity in the Lakes at Lyndale area district:
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transit enhancements are recommended:
1. Transit hubs with bus shelter, bike, pedestrian 

and signage amenities 
2. Transit stop with pedestrian, bike and signage 

amenities 

3. Transit stop with pedestrian amenities                

 » Seating areas at transit and intersection 
locations

 » Proper pedestrian protection at crosswalks 
(i.e. refuge areas in medians, bollards, etc.)

 » Pedestrian scale lighting with neighborhood 
common theme

 » Signal traffic lights at intersections where 
pedestrian/bicycle traffic exist and are 
necessary for making safer connections

 » Coordinated street, informational and 
directional signage

 » Coordinated information kiosks at proper 
locations

 » Pedestrian ‘bump-outs’ at intersection and 
mid-block pedestrian crossing locations 
where feasible

 » Corner crossing design for handicapped 
accessibility

 » Highly visible crosswalks
 » Median safe zones where possible
 » Family of site furnishings: benches, trash 

cans, planters, etc.
 » Coordinated gateway to mark the 

beginning of the district zone
 » Redesign of the area should minimize steep 

slope conditions, pedestrian obstacles, trip 
hazards, and accessibility barriers.

 » Create mid-crossing “safe zones” by 
installing landscaped medians/pedestrian 
refuge zones with proper signal systems.

 » Promote slower traffic speeds in pedestrian 
areas.

 » Provide drivers with clear lines of sight 
to pedestrian crosswalks and adjoining 
sidewalks.

 » Improve nighttime safety and security. This 
can be addressed by increasing pedestrian-
scale lighting along sidewalks where 
feasible. 

 » Remove physical barriers to pedestrian 
mobility – particularly for visually or mobility 
impaired pedestrians. 

 » Provide a uniform surface upon which to 
walk or roll with a slope not to exceed 5% 
along it’s length.

 » Sidewalks with a longitudinal slope greater 
than 5% are classified as ramps.

 » The maximum slope of a ramp is 8.33% 
for duration of 30 linear feet. In many 
circumstances ramps must have handrails.

 » Avoid steep cross-slopes on sidewalks 
Specific recommendations to the typical street, sidewalk 
and park/amenity space, where practical include:
 » A minimum 7 feet in width for street 

sidewalks, 10 feet min. width for off-street 
bike trails

 » High quality paving
 » 6 feet minimum green boulevards where 

feasible
 » Shade trees with proper spacing without 

blocking visibility
 » Depending on location, 3 categories of 

A well-planned connectivity plan must have a strong 
interrelationship with the roadway and transit system 
in order to be successful. The roadway system must 
be designed to provide safe and efficient access to the 
various destinations. The roadway must also function 
per required capacity while at the same time provide 
pedestrian safety at crossings.
The connectivity plan shown on the following page 
points out the areas of opportunity looking at 
completing trail and sidewalk connections, bike route 
improvements, transit stop enhancements, pedestrian 
safety techniques and crosswalk improvements, 
potential art location opportunities, and wayfinding and 
signage recommendations which are addressed in the 
following chapter.
Also shown are the individual improvements called 
out throughout the connectivity plan. There are 19 
proposed improvements listed which are prioritized in 
the implementation chapter.
The goal of the connectivity plan is to create safer street 
environments for all users.
Pedestrian safety can be improved at street crossings by 
employing a combination of the following techniques:
 » Replace worn or faded pavement markings 

at crosswalks with contrasting paving 
materials at key pedestrian crossings that 
signal to drivers that they are entering a high 
pedestrian traffic area.

 » Improve pedestrian crosswalk signal 
mechanisms. Strive to adjust timings so as 
to reduce pedestrian wait time. Provide 
adequate time at signaled crosswalks for 
visually or mobility impaired persons to cross 
safely.  Add audio cues for visually impaired 
pedestrians.

 » Decrease the distance pedestrians must 
walk using curb extensions or ‘bump-outs’.
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LEGEND
EXISTING CONNECTIONS:

Bicycle Route

Pedestrian Route

ADA Route

Semi-Public

PROPOSED CONNECTIONS:

Bicycle Route

Pedestrian Route

ADA Route

Semi-Public

CROSSING 
IMPROVEMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

PEDESTRIAN SIGNAL 
OPPORTUNITY

TRANSIT SHELTER/HUB

TRANSIT STOP WITH 
PED/BIKE AMENITIES

BUS STOP WITH 
MINIMAL PEDESTRIAN 
AMENITIES

ART OPPORTUNITY
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New bicycle/pedestrian connection 
between Lyndale Ave & Richfield Lake

Provide bicycle route on east side of 
Richfield Lake

Provide pedestrian & visual connection 
between Lyndale Ave and Richfield 
Lake

Improve crosswalk of 64th St. & Lyndale 
Ave

New bicycle/pedestrian connection 
around Richfield Lake through Mildred 
Dr./Emerson Ave connecting to 66th St.

Improve intersection at Emerson Ave 
& 66th St.

Improve pedestrian connection to 
Richfield Lake from 65th St.

New pedestrian/bicycle connection 
between Richfield Lake & Wood Lake

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Improvements to pedestrian crossings

Pedestrian connections from West 65th 
apartments to Richfield Lake path

New pedestrian crossing with signal 
counter

Improvement to pedestrian crossing

New pedestrian crossing with signal 
counter

Improvement to pedestrian crossing

New pedestrian crossing with signal 
counter

Improved connections to Sculpture 
Garden

New pedestrian/ADA route to connect 
to and around Little Bob’s Park

9

10

11

12

13

14 15

16

17 18

19

4

1

3

2

12

13

14

10

7

11

17

18

19

16

15

6

9

5

8
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

New bicycle/pedestrian connection between 
Lyndale Ave & Richfield Lake

Provide bicycle route on east side of Richfield 
Lake

Provide pedestrian & visual connection 
between Lyndale Ave and Richfield Lake

Improve crosswalk of 64th St. & Lyndale Ave

New bicycle/pedestrian connection around 
Richfield Lake through Mildred Dr./Emerson 
Ave connecting to 66th St.

Improve intersection at Emerson Ave & 66th St.

Improve pedestrian connection to Richfield 
Lake from 65th St.

New pedestrian/bicycle connection between 
Richfield Lake & Wood Lake

Improvements to pedestrian crossing at Lake 
Shore Drive and 66th St.

Pedestrian connections from West 65th 
apartments to Richfield Lake path

New pedestrian crossing with signal counter

Improvement to pedestrian crossing at Lyndale 
Ave. and 65th St.

Improve pedestrian crossing with signal 
counter (this improvement received the most 
dislikes at the open house)

Improvement to pedestrian crossing at 66th 
and Lyndale

A new off-street pedestrian and bicycle route  
through the Lyndale Gardens site connecting 
Lyndale Avenue to Richfield Lake entry point.

With the proposed bike route and pedestrian 
connection through Emerson Avenue, crosswalk 
improvements may be necessary. Adding a 
pedestrian traffic light and special crosswalk 
markings should be considered.

With the proposed off-street bike route through 
Lyndale Avenue, crosswalk improvements may be 
necessary. Adding special crosswalk markings and 
pedestrian protection, such as bollards, should be 
considered.

Better pedestrian connection from the West 65th  
apartments to the existing Richfield Lake path 
should be considered. The existing topography 
may require a ramp connection to make it ADA 
compliant.

With the proposed bike route and pedestrian 
connection through 65th Street, crosswalk 
improvements may be necessary. Adding special 
crosswalk markings and pedestrian protection, 
such as bollards, should be considered.

With the proposed off-street bike route 
connection through Lyndale Avenue, crosswalk 
improvements to the existing mid-block crossing 
between 65th and 66th streets may be necessary. 
Adding a pedestrian traffic signal, special 
crosswalk markings and pedestrian protection, 
such as bollards, should be considered.

Mid-block crossing through 66th St. between 
Lake Shore Drive and Lyndale Avenue should 
be a priority. Currently residents and visitors 
cross at this location without any traffic calming 
techniques. Traffic calming techniques such 
as Hawk signal, special crosswalk marking, 
pedestrian protection, and median refuge may be 
necessary.The purpose of this improvement is to make the 

south entry point to Richfield Lake accessible and 
visible to park users and visitors. Complying with 
ADA standards and proper signage should be a 
priority.

Improvements to accommodate an off-street 
bike route that connects to Richfield Lake 
through a segment of Lake Shore Drive should 
be considered. This will allow for a safer and 
friendlier connection. The off-street route should 
consider accommodating on-street parking as 
needed.

Following recommendations to accommodate 
an off-street bike route through Lake Shore Drive 
connecting to 66th St. should consider amending 
the existing intersection with improved crossing 
techniques. Adding special crosswalk markings 
and pedestrian protection, such as bollards, 
should be considered.

In addition to providing pedestrian connections on 
the west side of the Lyndale Gardens site, a bike 
route should also be considered connecting to the 
existing Richfield Lake path.

New development at Lyndale Gardens site will 
need a pedestrian connection easily accessed 
and visible from Lyndale Avenue. Additional 
wayfinding signage is recommended. 

Following recommendations to establish an on-
street bike route through Emerson Ave connecting 
to 66th St. should be provided. An additional 
pedestrian connection following the same route is 
recommended.

New pedestrian signal with special crosswalk 
markings are recommended for this intersection. 
The pedestrian traffic and demand will increase 
with both new developments at Lyndale Avenue 
and 64th St. Making adjustments to the existing 
median to serve as a pedestrian refuge might be 
necessary.

Connectivity Recommendations
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15

16

17 18

19

Improvement to pedestrian crossing at 67th 
and Lyndale

New pedestrian crossing with signal counter at 
Lyndale Ave and Lake Shore Drive

Improved connections and visibility to 
Sculpture Garden

New pedestrian/ADA route to connect to and 
around Little Bob’s Park

With the proposed off-street bike route through 
Lyndale Avenue, crosswalk improvements may be 
necessary. Adding special crosswalk markings and 
pedestrian protection, such as bollards, should be 
considered.

With the proposed off-street bike route through 
Lyndale Avenue, crosswalk improvements may 
be necessary. Traffic calming techniques such 
as adding a pedestrian traffic signal, special 
crosswalk marking, pedestrian protection, and 
median refuge may be necessary.

Improving visibility to the sculpture garden 
should be a priority. Currently the garden does 
not provide a welcoming environment because 
of lack of direction and/or sense of arrival. 
Adding gateway features and proper wayfinding/
directional signage should be considered.

Currently Little Bob’s Park does not provide 
a welcoming environment because of lack of 
visibility and proper pedestrian connections/
sidewalks. Adding proper wayfinding/directional 
signage and accessible sidewalks connecting 
around and from 67th Street should be 
considered.
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66th and Lyndale Visualization
Below is a rendering at 66th and Lyndale showing some of the connectivity improvements described in the plan
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One of the traffic calming techniques proposed is to have contrasting paving materials at key pedestrian 
crossings that signal to drivers that they are entering high pedestrian traffic.

Examples

Transit hubs with bus shelter, bike, pedestrian and signage amenities 

Transit stop with pedestrian, bike and signage amenities Transit stop with pedestrian amenities 
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Proposed Street Improvements Section:
The proposed street section shows a number of improvements to the area.  Reduced lane widths for 
traffic lanes allow the addition of a bike lane in either direction, as well an added foot of space on the 
median to allow for a better space for pedestrians to stop to look for traffic while crossing the street.

Existing Street Section:
The existing street section of Lyndale Avenue at 
West 66th Street shows an area largely dominated 
by vehicular traffic.  Small pedestrian sidewalks are 
bordered on one side by heavy traffic and on the 
other by parking lots.

A
A’

8’10’13’12’5’11’

66’

12’13’9’9’

parking lot blvd sidewalk sidewalktravel lane travel lane travel lane travel laneturn lane median bus pull-out parking lot

8’10’11’11’6’11’

71’

11’11’9’9’

parking lot blvd sidewalk sidewalktravel lane

5’

bike lane

5’

bike 
lane

travel lane travel lane travel laneturn lane median bus pull-out future bldg

on-street 
bike lane

on-street 
bike lane

way�nding
signagereduce lane widths reduce lane widths

Lyndale Avenue at W 66th Street

Existing Section

Proposed Section
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Median Sidewalks

Bike Lanes Boulevard

Bus Turn Out Lane

Proposed Street Improvements Plan:
The plan above shows how the 
improvements to Lyndale Avenue 
would be laid out.  Also note the new 
development to the southeast of Lyndale 
acting as an anchor point and providing 
additional sidewalk space for pedestrians.

A

A’
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way�nding
signageon-street bike lane

on-street 
bike lane

ped 
signalped signal reduce lane widths reduce lane widths

14’ 10’ 13.5’ 13.5’ 12’ 6’ 13.5’ 13.5’ 7’ 12’

72’

14’ 10’ 11’5’ 11’ 11’ 6’ 12’ 11’ 5’ 7’ 12’

72’

sidewalkbldg bus pull-out sidewalk blvd parking lottravel lane travel lane travel lane travel laneturn lane median

sidewalkbldg bus pull-out sidewalk blvd parking lottravel lanebike 
lane

travel lane travel lane travel lane bike
lane

turn lane pedestrian
refuge

W 66th St at Lyndale Ave
Existing Section

Proposed Section

way�nding
signageon-street bike lane

on-street 
bike lane

ped 
signalped signal reduce lane widths reduce lane widths

14’ 10’ 13.5’ 13.5’ 12’ 6’ 13.5’ 13.5’ 7’ 12’

72’

14’ 10’ 11’5’ 11’ 11’ 6’ 12’ 11’ 5’ 7’ 12’

72’

sidewalkbldg bus pull-out sidewalk blvd parking lottravel lane travel lane travel lane travel laneturn lane median

sidewalkbldg bus pull-out sidewalk blvd parking lottravel lanebike 
lane

travel lane travel lane travel lane bike
lane

turn lane pedestrian
refuge

W 66th St at Lyndale Ave
Existing Section

Proposed Section

way�nding
signageon-street bike lane

on-street 
bike lane

ped 
signalped signal reduce lane widths reduce lane widths

14’ 10’ 13.5’ 13.5’ 12’ 6’ 13.5’ 13.5’ 7’ 12’

72’

14’ 10’ 11’5’ 11’ 11’ 6’ 12’ 11’ 5’ 7’ 12’

72’

sidewalkbldg bus pull-out sidewalk blvd parking lottravel lane travel lane travel lane travel laneturn lane median

sidewalkbldg bus pull-out sidewalk blvd parking lottravel lanebike 
lane

travel lane travel lane travel lane bike
lane

turn lane pedestrian
refuge

W 66th St at Lyndale Ave
Existing Section

Proposed Section

way�nding
signageon-street bike lane

on-street 
bike lane

ped 
signalped signal reduce lane widths reduce lane widths

14’ 10’ 13.5’ 13.5’ 12’ 6’ 13.5’ 13.5’ 7’ 12’

72’

14’ 10’ 11’5’ 11’ 11’ 6’ 12’ 11’ 5’ 7’ 12’

72’

sidewalkbldg bus pull-out sidewalk blvd parking lottravel lane travel lane travel lane travel laneturn lane median

sidewalkbldg bus pull-out sidewalk blvd parking lottravel lanebike 
lane

travel lane travel lane travel lane bike
lane

turn lane pedestrian
refuge

W 66th St at Lyndale Ave
Existing Section

Proposed Section

Proposed Street Improvements Section:
The proposed street section shows a number of improvements to the area.  Reduced lane widths for 
traffic lanes allow the addition of a bike lane in either direction, as well an added foot of space on the 
median to allow for the creation of a pedestrian refuge.  Wayfinding signage and pedestrian crossing 
signals have been added to improve awareness and connectivity in the area.

Existing Street Section:
The existing street section of West 66th Street at 
Lyndale Avenue shows an area largely dominated by 
vehicular traffic.  Pedestrian sidewalks are bordered on 
one side by heavy traffic, and there is no designated 
space for bikes.

B B’
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Proposed Street Improvements Plan:
The plan above shows how the 
improvements to West 66th Street would 
be laid out.

Median Sidewalks

Bike Lanes Boulevard

Bus Turn Out Lane
B

B’
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6’ 13’

57’

4’ 13.5’ 5’

sidewalkblvd sidewalk blvdtravel lane

13’

travel lane median travel lane

13.5’

travel lane

6’ 11’

57’

3’ 5’

sidewalkblvd side-
walk

5’

bike 
lane

5’

bike 
lane

blvdtravel lane

11’

travel lane

11’

travel lane

11’

travel lane

add bike laneway�nding add bike lanereduce lane widthsreduce lane widths

median

Lyndale Ave at W 64th St
Existing Section

Proposed Section

Proposed Street Improvements Section:
The proposed street section shows a number of 
improvements to the area.  Reduced lane widths 
for traffic lanes allow the addition of a bike lane 
in either direction.  Wayfinding signage has been 
added to improve awareness and connectivity in 
the area.

Existing Street Section:
The existing street section of Lyndale Avenue at 
West 64th Street shows an area largely dominated 
by vehicular traffic.  Pedestrian sidewalks are 
bordered on one side by heavy traffic, and there is 
no designated space for bikes.

C C’
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Proposed Street Improvements Plan:
The plan above shows how the 
improvements to Lyndale Avenue would 
be laid out.

Median Sidewalks

Bike Lanes Boulevard

C C’
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Lake Shore Dr b/w W 66th St & W 65th St

Existing Section

Proposed Section

separate bike lane parkingreduce lane widths

7’ 9’ 12.5’

43’

12.5’ 9’ 7’

sidewalkblvd sidewalk bldgparking travel lane travel lane parking

7’ 13’

24’

11’ 9’ 7’

sidewalkblvd sidewalk bldgtravel lane travel lane parking

11’

separated 
bike lane

Proposed Street Improvements Section:
The proposed street section shows a number of 
improvements to the area.  A slight reduction in traffic 
lane widths, coupled with the transitional use of one 
lane of parking, allows for a two-way, separated bike 
lane.  Wayfinding signage and has been added to 
improve awareness and connectivity in the area.

Existing Street Section:
The existing street section of Lake Shore Drive between 
West 66th Street and West 64th Street shows an area 
largely dominated by vehicular traffic and parking 
areas.  Pedestrian sidewalks are bordered on one side 
by parking and traffic lanes, and there is no designated 
space for bikes.

D D’
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Proposed Street Improvements Plan:
The plan above shows how the 
improvements to Lake Shore Drive would 
be laid out.

SidewalksBike Lanes

Boulevard

D

D’
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6’ 5’ 13’

44’

8’ 13’ 5’ 6’ 6’

sidewalkblvd

Wood Lake 
Nature Center

Villa/Gramarcy

sidewalk vegetated areaveg
blvd

shldr/
bike lane

shldr/
bike lane

travel lane median travel lane

6’ 10’ 6’ 6’

sidewalkblvd sidewalk vegetated areaveg
blvd

separated
bike lane

14’

34’

6’

travel lane

14’

travel lanemedian

separate bike 
lane/signage reduce lane widths

Lake Shore Dr at Wood Lake Nature Center
Existing Section

Proposed Section

way�nding
signage

Proposed Street Improvements Section:
The proposed street section shows a number 
of improvements to the area.  A slight 
reduction in the median width, coupled with 
the transitional use of the shoulder bike 
lanes, allows for a two-way, separated bike 
lane above the grade of the street while also 
allowing for another foot of travel lane width 
in both directions.  Wayfinding signage and 
has been added to improve awareness and 
connectivity in the area.

Existing Street Section:
The existing street section of Lake Shore 
Drive at the Wood Lake Nature Center 
shows an area largely dominated by 
vehicular traffic.  Yet this street does provide 
a small bit of bike infrastructure in the form 
of shoulder bike lanes.  Pedestrian sidewalks 
are bordered on one side by traffic and bike 
lanes.

E E’
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Proposed Street Improvements Plan:
The plan above shows how the 
improvements to Lake Shore Drive would 
be laid out.

Median Sidewalks

Bike Lanes Boulevard

E

E’
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The Wayfinding strategies will provide a means 
for residents and visitors of the Lakes at Lyndale 
area to easily find their way around the district and 
conveniently locate their respective destinations. The 
wayfinding strategies propose directional and location 
signage programs for the Lakes at Lyndale area. 
Another purpose of signage is to provide an overall 
image of the district, mark edges or entry points, and 
give information about the neighborhood in general.
The proposed signage system includes a hierarchy 
of types, from most prominent and central, to least 
prominent and more common. A hierarchy of signage 
includes:
 » Gateway markers (neighborhood   

or district entry elements)
 » Interpretive signs
 » Directional/wayfinding signs
 » Standard street and transit signs 

Gateway 
Gateways are markers or monuments located at the 
entrance to a district or neighborhood to announce 
the entry to a particular area, or a transition from one 
area to the next. 
Gateways may be a literal gateway, markers on either 
side of a street, a singular large sculptural or iconic 
element, or even a unique landscape feature or plaza. 
They are generally more artistic or sculptural, and less 
literal or functional than other types of signage.
Interpretive
Interpretive signs give historical, cultural, natural or 
architectural information about their particular locale. 
They may be part of a historic trail that identify a 
particular site where an important event occurred, or 
describe other aspects of a neighborhood’s past or 
present.

Wayfinding

Directional/Wayfinding
Directional/wayfinding signs provide a central element 
to display district or neighborhood information,  
including the area’s name, neighborhood map, and list 
of destinations (primary cultural institutions, historical 
buildings, and sites of significance).  
They should have a distinct and coordinated design 
in keeping with the character of the surrounding 
neighborhood or district. Well-designed directional signs 
can help create a clear identity for a neighborhood. An 

appropriate approach to directional and wayfinding 
signage should consider identifying distinctive routes 
with its destination. This will provide a sense of direction 
to visitors and residents leading them to reach their 
destination.
Street signage
Enhanced street signage incorporated as part of 
the hierarchy of the signage family, provides a more 
cohesive district character.

Example of a Gateway sign

Example of a Directional/Wayfinding sign

Example of an Interpretive sign

Example of an enhanced Street signage system
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Connections, Routes, & Orientation
LEGEND
EXISTING CONNECTIONS:

Bicycle Route

Pedestrian Route

ADA Route

Semi-Public

PROPOSED CONNECTIONS:

Bicycle Route

Pedestrian Route

ADA Route

Semi-Public

PRIMARY POINT 
OF ARRIVAL 
IDENTIFICATION

SECONDARY POINT 
OF ARRIVAL

ORIENTATION 
MAPPING 
DESTINATIONS, 
SERVICES, ETC.

PRIMARY 
DIRECTIONALS AT 
DECISION POINTS

ALTERNATE OR 
SECONDARY 
DIRECTIONALS AT 
DECISION POINTS
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Below are examples of signage systems including a hierarchy of types, from mile markers to gateway signage in some instances. The next step for the Lakes at Lyndale area will be 
to assess what type of signage, character and information would be needed based on the proposed locations and destinations identified in the connectivity plan.

Example of a wayfinding signage system
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Example of a wayfinding signage system

Examples of gateway signageExample of a wayfinding signage system

Example of a park entry node with gateway and information signage
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A primary goal for the Lakes at Lyndale district is to 
promote the major uses and activities throughout the 
area and to encourage and increase pedestrian travel.

As anticipated future area growth and development 
projects occur, additional appropriate routes and 
amenities for the resulting pedestrian traffic will need to 
be accommodated. Reducing dependency on personal 
automobiles will also need to be addressed.

Short distance trips in the area include walking from 
places of work to a retail destination; errands to the post 
office or bank; patronizing the restaurants, coffee shops 
or restaurants; walking to a parking garage; touring park 
and open space amenities; and even walking home. By 
improving the pedestrian environment it is anticipated 
that an increased number of people will choose to walk 
to their destination rather than to first walk to their car.

Major residential and mixed-use development projects 
are planned or already underway in the area. Pedestrian 
circulation plans must anticipate the additional demands 
and needs posed by these improvements.

Identifying the diverse uses and activities are critical 
to make the appropriate connectivity links and 
destinations. The map on the following page shows 
the primary destinations, potential routing, user 
connections, along with critical user decision points for 
achieving their point of arrival and/or destination.
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User Activities & Access
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The Lakes at Lyndale Connectivity Plan contains a 
wide variety of recommendations. In proposing the 
implementation phasing plan, the following criteria 
were considered:

 » Some recommendations will require further 
analysis prior to implementation. The 
lead time for these projects needs to be 
considered.

 » Some recommendations can be 
completed within a relatively short period 
of time and will provide a springboard 
for future projects and convey a sense of 
progress.

 » Some recommendations tie into other 
redevelopment improvement projects 
underway or planned. Opportunities for 
coordination and efficiency should be 
maximized.

Implementation actions have been placed in one of 
three categories:

 » Short Term Projects: Those are 
recommended to be implemented 
immediately and completed within five 
years.

 » Mid Term Projects: To be completed within 
six to ten years.

 » Long Term Projects: Projects that will likely 
take more than ten years to complete.

4
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The following is a priority list of the improvements established in the connectivity plan. It has been organized as a phasing strategy to achieve a logical implementation 
sequence and to discuss possible partnerships with local, state, federal agencies, as well as, private investors in future development opportunities.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17 18

19

New bicycle/pedestrian connection between 
Lyndale Ave & Richfield Lake

Provide bicycle route on east side of Richfield 
Lake

Provide pedestrian & visual connection 
between Lyndale Ave and Richfield Lake

Improve crosswalk of 64th St. & Lyndale Ave

New bicycle/pedestrian connection around 
Richfield Lake through Mildred Dr./Emerson 
Ave connecting to 66th St.

Improve intersection at Emerson Ave & 66th St.

Improve pedestrian connection to Richfield 
Lake from 65th St.

New pedestrian/bicycle connection between 
Richfield Lake & Wood Lake

Short Term: Up to Five Years Mid Term: Six to Ten Years Long Term: Over Ten Years

Improvements to pedestrian crossing at Lake 
Shore Drive and 66th St.

Pedestrian connections from West 65th 
apartments to Richfield Lake path

New pedestrian crossing with signal counter

Improvement to pedestrian crossing at Lyndale 
Ave. and 65th St.

Improve pedestrian crossing with signal 
counter (this improvement received the most 
dislikes at the open house).

Improvement to pedestrian crossing at 66th 
and Lyndale

Improvement to pedestrian crossing at 67th 
and Lyndale

New pedestrian crossing with signal counter at 
Lyndale Ave and Lake Shore Drive

Improved connections and visibility to 
Sculpture Garden

New pedestrian/ADA route to connect to and 
around Little Bob’s Park
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In addition to the walking tour at the beginning of the study, an open house and public feedback survey were also provided. 
The open house took place on January 15th, 2013 and approximately 60+ people attended. Attendees had an opportunity to review the proposed connectivity plan and 
strategies. Several preference exercises were done including preference on type of improvements, wayfinding, safety, and transit enhancement techniques. Attendees were 
asked to place green dots on ideas they liked and blue dots on ideas they dislike. The following pages show verbatim feedback received at the open house and through 
feedback survey.

Open House and Survey Comments

What do you like the most about the Lakes at Lyndale area?
 » Bikes off sidewalk – safety seems better addressed.
 » Wood Lake Nature Center, Richfield Lake, sculpture garden by 

Pines/Oaks.  Handy to shopping and freeways.
 » Amenities and new, active developments.
 » Options of travel, connects with bus lines!
 » The general plan.
 »  Natural setting.
 »  The new development in the area.
 »  We frequently walk to do errands in the area, and to observe the 

natural areas of Wood Lake to Richfield Lake.

What are your main concerns about the Lakes at Lyndale area?
 » Pedestrian signal opportunity at Pizza Luce is fine but why not at 

high traffic, 66th and Lyndale.  Also, let’s hire some eco landscape  
engineer (lady) Edina hired some years ago to naturally keep 
geese away from Centennial Lakes – to keep geese where we 
want them at Richfield Lake.

 » Except in the parks and nature center it feels like a very uninviting 
place to walk.  The few sidewalks there are tend to be very close 
to busy streets with no boulevard to provide a buffer.  I see people 
walk in the street but this is not entirely comfortable to me.

 »  There’s little sense of unity – people may know about one asset or 
another but the area seems like a patchwork of isolated areas. The 
areas between City Bella (green space and pathways) and the 
Nature Center are unknown to most, and seem private.  The same 
is true of the sculpture garden

 » Safety for everyone!  Put in benches for seniors.

 » Where is the decision of an amphitheater?  Nothing on board that I 
can find.  Keep it small!  Or not at all.

 »  Safety?  Pedestrian friendly?
 » Crosswalk midblock 65-66th on Lyndale.
 » Pedestrian crossings at major intersections (66th & Lyndale, 65th & 

Lyndale, 66th & Lake Shore) can’t be dangerous.

What would you change about the existing connections, destinations, 
and amenities?
 » I moved here from Minneapolis and am an avid walker and biker.  I 

was horrified at the lack of places to safely walk and bike in Richfield.  
Richfield is a wonderful community and this lack is a bad mark on its 
reputation.

 » Add bike route on 67th to steer bikes away from 66th and Lyndale 
intersection – give them another way to get back to 66th further east.

 » Define public space better in areas mentioned in question 2 (City 
Bella green space and sculpture park).  Make them visible and 
inviting through visual connections and signage.  Richfield Lake needs 
this too.

 » How about using the railroad tracks – connect Lyndale to the 
parkway.

 » Well designed, designated entrances to Richfield Lake.
 » Would like to see major intersections become more pedestrian/bike 

friendly and safer.
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What do you think about the signage, traffic calming and transit ideas 
displayed?
 » All good ideas.
 » Lots of potential.
 » Maybe include Spanish on the signs as well.
 » Make signage consistent and simple.

Are there any other thoughts or ideas that should be considered for the 
connectivity plan?
 » Please pay careful attention to the intersection at 66th St. and Lake 

Shore Drive.  There are many pedestrians and lots of fast moving 
inattentive drivers there.

 »  Make sure signs and visibility of amenities are bold enough to get 
people attention so they will be bold enough to discover the   
whole area.

 » Define public vs. private spaces, so people feel invited rather that 
like intruders.

 » Hope all sections are affordable and require low cost maintenance.
 » Don’t over-clutter with signs.
 » What about golf cart/electric vehicle paths?  A nice way for seniors 

to travel around the city.
 » Keep the natural areas as natural as possible.
 »  Please add lights around Richfield Lake.  It would be nice to feel 

safe walking at night.
 » Why is Richfield trying to get Light Rail?  The old K-Mart spot would 

have been perfect for a Light Rail station.

Open House Survey Comments

What do you think of the connectivity plan ideas that are displayed at 
this open house?
 » Lots of safer, more livable ideas – add or keep as much green space 

as possible.
 »  I’m so glad you are beginning to address some of the issues.
 » On the right track.
 » Great, but let’s keep it green.
 » I see nothing about the Post Office area congestion – parking issues; 

need a crosswalk on that corner.
 » Good, well presented.
 » For people unfamiliar with the area, some of the ideas (like sign 

indicators) would be helpful.

Preferred improvements:
 » Bike lanes.
 »  Pedestrian protection/crossings.
 » Better signage.
 » More benches.
 » More garbage cans.
 » Connections to underutilized area/Unification of the entire area.
 » Visibility of Richfield Lake.
 » Mapping.

Undesirable improvements:
 » Might not need a 65th/66th street crosswalk, it just connects two 

parking lots.
 » Would like to see Little Bob’s Park remain set in the neighborhood.
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Opportunity Areas - Feedback from Open House
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Connectivity Improvement Sections - Feedback from Open House
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Connectivity Improvement Sections - Feedback from Open House
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Connectivity Improvement Sections  - Feedback from Open House
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Connectivity Improvement Sections - Feedback from Open House
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Connectivity Improvement Sections - Feedback from Open House



Page 62  -  Connectivity Plan

Public Engagement

A
PPEN

DIX A

Preferred Wayfinding and Transit Enhancements - Open House Feedback
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On-line survey feedback

1. What do you like most about the Lakes at Lyndale area?
 » Wood Lake. Also like that there's mixed-use development and a 

range of housing types, several bus routes, and some attempts to 
make it walkable. There is real potential in this area.

 » The open areas that create a feeling of openness.
 » It's a beautiful area. Architecture looks inviting, modern and upscale. 

Even the McDonald's looks like a "fancy" McDonald's. There's so much 
potential with the structure already in place to create a thriving area.

2. What are your main concerns about the Lakes at Lyndale area?
 » No more tall buildings. When you are in woodlake nature center trying 

to enjoy nature, its an eyesore to look up and see a 13 story building.
 » Still pretty auto-dependent and lacks the energy necessary to make 

it a pleasant place to walk and live. A little 'blah". Would like to see 
more sidewalk activity.

 » Little to no direct connectivity.
 » People don't realize this area is there. Many outside of Richfield don't 

see Richfield as the type of place that has an area like this. It will 
be an uphill battle to disabuse non-residents of the pre-conceived 
notions.

3. What would you change about the existing connections, destinations, 
and amenities?
 » Put countdowns at controlled walking crossings.
 » Continue to improve pedestrian experience. 66th could be made 

much nicer. And obviously Richfield Lake has tremendous potential.
 » There is a demand for more biking lanes for commuters. At least signs 

acknowledging bikers in streets would be of help to increase biker 
safety.

 » More independent businesses. This will be what really makes Richfield 
start to compete with South Minneapolis. I often go into the Linden 
Hills/Lake Harriet/Uptown area because there's a dearth of local 
restaurants and coffee shops. Minneapolis is starting to thrive as a 
place for foodies, beer-lovers and local aficionados. If new, local 
restaurants, coffee shops and shops can be convinced to move in 
the area, Richfield will start developing a new reputation. The new 
Pizza Luce was a great start -- please keep courting local businesses!

4. What do you think of the connectivity plan ideas that are displayed 
in the preliminary concept plan, wayfinding plan, and proposed 
improvements plan?
 » I think reducing driving lane widths is a bad idea, and is asking for 

trouble down the road. A semi-truck can be 8.5' wide, and in a 11' 
wide lane, that is not much buffer, especially for the roads that are 
truck routes, and have curves (i.e. Lyndale)

 » I think that wayfinding is a complete waste of funds. All of the other 
improvements do enhance the much needed connectivity.

 » I think it's a good start. However, I think the focus first should be 
on businesses, then connectivity (transportation hubs, bike and 
pedestrian-friendly areas), than housing. Focus on the residents who 
already live here first.

5. Please rank preferred improvements shown in the connectivity plan.
 » Bike amenities is all I need.
 » Unfortunately, I wasn't able to find a readable online version of the 

connectivity plan (graphic below is too small).
6. Please rank undesirable improvements shown in the connectivity plan.
 » No comment
 » Unfortunately, I wasn't able to find a readable online version of the 

connectivity plan (graphic below is too small).
7. What do you think about the signage, traffic calming and transit ideas 
displayed?
 » It would be a great idea if we were all tourists, but we are not, so lets 

use the money to improve the parks and public areas with things such 
as public art.

8. Are there any other thoughts or ideas that should be considered for 
the connectivity plan?
 » Too late now, but FWIW, I hate the name "Lakes at Lyndale." Sounds 

ultra-forced and unnatural, like some new subdivision in beige 
McMansion-land. It doesn't do Richfield justice.

 » No comment

In addition to the open house survey, an on-line version of the survey questions were posted. Below are responses posted by participants:
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